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 Propositions relating to the dissertation “Public Reason Secularism: A 
Defense of Liberal Democracy” by Zhang Tu 
 
1. Religious disagreements presently pose a huge challenge to the stability of our 
political society. 
2. The fact of reasonable pluralism directs us to look for a political solution to this 
challenge: public justification. 
3. Public reason secularism is such a political solution. 
4. Public reason secularism as a political principle includes liberty of conscience and the 
separation of state and religion.  
5. The separation of state and religion should be established upon shareable public 
reason. 
6. Public reason secularism identifies the ‘inter homines’ feature of public justification. 
7. Normative ethics is independent from general philosophy, including metaphysics, 
epistemology, philosophy of mind, etc. 
8. It is one’s own responsibility to choose and revise one’s ends, given that one has 
been given fair opportunity with regard to background and social conditions. 
9. One’s loss in a democratic decision does not entail that one is the victim of the 
tyranny of the majority. 
10. Political philosophy is the silent prologue of judicial decisions. 
11. Justifying a theory is more important than applying a theory to certain contexts. 
12. There is no Dutch, European, Anglo-American, or Chinese jurisprudence, only 
jurisprudence. 
 
